Walnut Grove High School
Course Syllabus

Course Title
Physics
           Term
Spring 2015
Teacher
Mrs. Casey Paul 
           room #
D115

                                        
	Email Address
Teacher Web Page
	casey.paul@walton.k12.ga.us 
www.caseypaul.weebly.com

	Teacher Support

(Help sessions etc.)
	Help sessions are available after school on Tuesday and Thursday from 2:45-3:45 and at other times by appointment in room D115.


Course Description
Physics is the study of energy in all of its forms.  During this course you will use your knowledge of the scientific method to study and observe energy as it interacts with matter.  This course will emphasize product based learning and problem solving.  Hopefully, you will have the opportunity to explore your own ideas and pursue the content as it interests you.  
Course Curriculum Content
A complete list of the Georgia Performance Standards for this course can be accessed online at georgiastandards.org.
	Georgia performance standards

	        SP1. Students will analyze the relationships between force, mass, gravity, and the motion of objects. 

        SP2. Students will evaluate the significance of energy in understanding the structure of matter and the universe. 
        SP3. Students will evaluate the forms and transformations of energy. 
        SP4. Students will analyze the properties and applications of waves. 
        SP5. Students will evaluate relationships between electrical and magnetic forces. 
        SP6. The student will describe the corrections to Newtonian physics given by quantum mechanics and relativity   when matter is very small, moving fast compared to the speed of light, or very large. 


Instructional Materials and Supplies
	Published Materials
	Required Instructional Supplies

	PRENTICE HALL Conceptual Physics by Paul G. Hewatt

	1) Notebook
2) Your own scientific calculator

3) Notebook paper 

4) Writing utensil
5) IPad




Evaluation and Grading
	Assignments
	Grade Weights
	Grading Scale

	Unit Tests/Projects
Labs

Quizzes

Homework Problems/Assignments

Midterm

Final Exam
	Unit Tests, Projects, Midterm (45%)

Daily Work, Homework, Labs (30%)

Quizzes (15%)
Final Exam (SLO) (10%)
NOTE: Assignments should be turned in on the announced due date. The maximum grade for a late assignment is a 70. 
	A:
90 and above

B:
80 - 89

C:
70 - 79 
F:
69 or below




Other Information
	Expectations for Academic Success

	1) Review notes daily

2) Ask questions

3) Actively participate  in class

4) Complete homework assignments

5) Challenge yourself to continuously improve


The syllabus may be updated as needed throughout the semester.
Class webpage: www.caseypaul.weebly.com
Schoology: There has been a group set up in Schoology for your specific class.  Various alerts for the class will be sent out through the site to your iPad.  There will be occasions when assignments are submitted through the Schoology site.
Classroom Expectations: All school rules and policies will be enforced in our classroom.  All students must adhere to the Walton County dress code. Also, food and drinks will not be allowed in our science classroom. When there is a violation of a school rule, the consequences specified in the WGHS student handbook will be imposed. For other offenses, consequences will be determined at the discretion of the teacher. Major offenses will result in immediate referral to an administrator.

Electronic devices:  Cell phones and I-Pods should NOT BE HEARD OR VISIBLE in the classroom at any time.   It does not matter whether or not the student is using the device or if it is off!  

1st infraction- confiscated and returned at the end of the block; after school detention
2nd infraction- administrative referral

I-Pads: I-Pads should be brought to school fully charged on a daily basis.  I-Pads should ONLY be used when instructed by the teacher.  Students are required to be ‘on task’ (only present and engaged on the sites and applications instructed by the teacher).  Students are not allowed to use iPad calculators on tests or quizzes.  They should have their own scientific calculator.
1st infraction- after school detention

2nd infraction-administrative referral

Make-up Work Policy:  Students are expected to complete all work assigned in this course and turn it in on the due date.  The maximum grade awarded for late work is a 70.  
In the event of an EXCUSED absence, it is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to find out what was missed and complete the work.  Assignments must be completed and turned in within three days of returning to school.  It is expected that the student will make up a test on the first day of returning to school after an absence unless new material was covered during the absence.  Extended absences (greater than three days missed) will require a conference with the teacher to establish a make-up schedule.

Honor Code Policy: The instructor is committed to the principles of academic honesty and subscribes to the Student Handbook guidelines for the definition and processes of academic integrity. All students are subject to these guidelines. Violations will result in a zero for the assignment and disciplinary action. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, giving or receiving information related to any graded material.

Please sign below acknowledging that you have read and understand the Physics course syllabus. 

Student’s name: _________________________________

Student’s signature:  _____________________________

Parent’s name:  __
__________________________
Parent’s e-mail:






Parent’s signature:  ____________________________
__

